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1 www.fao.org/hunger/glossary/en  
2 Corinna Hawkes, presentation at workshop on ‘Interface between trade/investment policy and nutrition policy-making’ at 
World Public Health and Nutrition Association (WPHNA) conference, Cape Town, 1 September 2016. 
 
	




































































































3 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Trade_Organization#Principles_of_the_trading_system  
 
	























Summary of South African WTO agricultural commitments 
Export subsidies to be reduced by 21% in quantity terms and 36% in value terms from 1986–
90 base period. In 1997 the government ended the General Export Incentive Scheme, 
reducing export subsidies to zero. 
Domestic support with a potential impact on production and trade to be reduced by 20% 
from 1986–88 base period. 
Tariffication – conversion of all non-tariff border measures (e.g. import permits) to tariffs 
and bound against increases. Bound tariffs to be reduced by 36% and at least 15% per tariff 
line over the implementation period. Applied tariffs brought down to levels generally lower 
than requirements. 
Market access – minimum market access opportunities equal to 3% of domestic 
consumption, growing to 5% over the implementation period, provided at a lower in-quota 
tariff rate. Fifty-three product categories had minimum market access requirements. 
Source:	MALA,	1998:26	
																																								 																					
4 The OECD is an international organisation of 30 of the wealthiest countries. 
5https://farm.ewg.org/progdetail.php?fips=00000&progcode=totalfarm&page=conc&regionname=theUnitedStates  
6 https://farm.ewg.org/region.php?fips=00000&regionname=theUnitedStates  
7 http://www.debatingeurope.eu/focus/arguments-for-and-against-the-common-agricultural-policy/#.WXRjnulLfIU  
 
	












































8 Interview, official in DAFF Trade Directorate, Pretoria, 7 September 2016 
9 SACU, formed in 1910, is the oldest existing customs union in the world, between South Africa, Botswana, Lesotho, 
Namibia and Swaziland. 
10 Switzerland, Iceland, Norway and Liechtenstein 
11 Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay 
12 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Generalized_System_of_Preferences  
13 Interview, official in DAFF Trade Directorate, Pretoria, 7 September 2016 
14 Interview, official in DTI International Trade and Economic Development Division, Pretoria, 7 September 2016 
 
	









Figure 1: Agricultural trade balance by value, (inflation adjusted) 2006–16 
	
Source: DAFF, 2017:80; inflation rates http://www.inflation.eu/inflation-rates/south-
















15 In official statistics, agricultural imports are not separated into processed and unprocessed products. Exports were 
disaggregated until 2013, after which only combined information is provided (DAFF, 2017:80). 
16 Citrus; grapes; preserved fruit and nuts; fruit and vegetable juices; apricots, cherries, peaches, plums and sloes; dates, 
pineapples, avocadoes, figs, guavas and mangoes. 
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18 Including carbonates (75% of the total), sports and energy drinks, concentrates and ready to drink tea, but excluding 
bottled water and juice (Euromonitor, 2016). 
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19 ‘Small-scale’ is used here in Cousins’ sense of business enterprise size, which can be measured in turnover, as distinct 
from ‘smallholder’, which refers to land holdings (see Cousins, 2014). 
 
	


















































20 See Annex IV List 7 and Annex VI List 4 for products that are excluded from tariff reductions and which are to be 
periodically reviewed (European Commission, 1999). 
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Import	value	(R’m)	2015	 4,149	 719	 941	 100	
Import	value	as	%	share	of	
domestic	market	2015	
































































































































21 Thanks to Alex Dubb, researcher at the Institute for Poverty, Land and Agrarian Studies (PLAAS) for discussions on 
understanding these processes. 
22 Raw sugar is traded through the No. 11 contract on the Inter-Continental Exchange (ICE) in New York.   
 
	
14	 Trade, food and nutrition security in South Africa: The cases of sugar and poultry 






































23 Refined sugar to households was 42% of the total market, and exports were around 40% in 2012, but all fluctuating from 

















World price No 5 (London) SA retail price DBRP 
 
	









































































































































































16	 Trade, food and nutrition security in South Africa: The cases of sugar and poultry 
As	production	moves	outside	South	Africa	into	the	region,	it	is	likely	that	processing	facilities	
will	follow,	with	implications	for	manufacturing	and	employment	in	South	Africa.	
Table 3: Value of total market and imports, sugar, 2006–15 




7,581	 7,890	 8,471	 9,490	 10,356	 10,856	 11,438	 12,211	 13,062	 14,013	
Imports	
(R'm)	
239	 530	 727	 2,044	 2,108	 2,644	 3,140	 4,126	 3,481	 4,149	
Imports	
as	%	of	total	



































24 Interview, food industry consultant, Cape Town, 31 August 2016 
25 Interview, executive at a large food manufacturer, Johannesburg, 5 September 2016 
 
	

















































26 ‘Cheaper imports affect supply and demand in South African sugar industry’, Engineering News, April 






















































27 http://www.tongaat.co.za/au/history.asp  
28 http://www.thdev.co.za/  
 
	
















































29 Interview, official in DAFF International Trade Relations Directorate, Pretoria, 7 September 2016 
30 Interview, official in DTI Agroprocessing, Pretoria, 9 September 2016 
31 Interview, official in DAFF International Trade Relations Directorate, Pretoria, 6 September 2016 
 
	















































32 Interview, executive at Consumer Goods Council of South Africa, Johannesburg, 8 September 2016 
33 Interview, executive at food manufacturer, Cape Town, 30 August 2017 
 
	






































































































34 Exports are 4% of domestic production, according to BFAP and NAMC (2016:11). 
 
	


















































35 Interview, official in DAFF Trade Directorate, Pretoria, 7 September 2016 
 
	

















































36 This depends on the number of cycles per year – usually 2 to 2.5 months per cycle – which, in turn, depends on whether 
winter production is possible. 
 
	

















































37 Interview, official in DAFF Trade Directorate, Pretoria, 6 September 2016 
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